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The end of the 2015-16 school year brought the retirement 
of numerous staff members, including several teachers.  Dur-
ing the summer and into the early days of the new school year, 
the WBSD was in continuous hiring mode, hiring 16 teachers 
and two social workers to replace those who retired and to fill 
new positions that were necessitated due to an ever-increasing 
student population.  New staff members are: 

 
Natalie Barry (WHS Government/Spanish) ï Mrs. Berry is 

a graduate of Michigan State University and comes to the 

WBSD from Charles R. Leask Middle School and 

Metlakatla High School, Metlakatla Indian Community, 

in Alaska. Mrs. Berry  has  eight and one-half  years of 

teaching experience. 

Melissa (Anderson) Beamish (WHS ELA) ï Mrs. Beamish 

is a graduate of Michigan State University and comes to 

the WBSD from Detroit Public Schools with two years 

of teaching experience.  Mrs. Beamish also acts as the 

Varsity Girlsô Assistant Swim Coach.  

Caitlyn Berger (WHS ELA) ï Mrs. Berger is a graduate of 

the University of Georgia and comes to the WBSD from 

Jackson County Schools in Georgia with three years of 

teaching experience.  

Erin Coates (BMS Sp. Ed. Math) ï Ms. Coates is a graduate 

of Eastern Michigan University and Madonna University 

and comes to the WBSD from St. Pius Catholic School 

with six years of teaching experience.  

Jennifer Gooding (Gudith/Wegienka Social Worker) ï Ms. 

Gooding is a graduate of Central Michigan University 

and Wayne State University and comes to the WBSD 

from Garden City Public Schools with six years in the 

field of social work.   

Leigh Ann Greene (Wegienka Art) ï Mrs. Greene is a 

graduate of the College of Creative Studies and comes to 

the WBSD from New York City with seven years of 

teaching experience. 

Victor Green (WHS Graphic Arts) ï Mr. Green is CTE cer-

tified in graphics communications and print technology 

and is currently working toward a degree in fine arts and 

drawing from Wayne State University. Mr.  Green comes 

to the WBSD from Central High School in Detroit with 

over 16 years experience in graphics communications. 

16 New Teachers and Two Social 

Workers Join the WBSD Team 

Tibor Jurko (WHS Science) - Mr. Jurko graduated 

from  Eastern Michigan University and Mary 

Grove College  and comes to the WBSD from 

Cabrini High School with six years of teaching ex-

perience.  

Matthew Laamanen (WHS ELA/Broadcasting) ï Mr. 

Laamanen graduated from Eastern Michigan Uni-

versity and comes to the WBSD from Ypsilanti 

Community High School with four years of teach-

ing experience.  

Tara Lax (PHMS Special Education ELA) ï Ms. Lax 

is a graduate of Eastern Michigan University and 

comes to the WBSD from General Rosecrans Ele-

mentary School in Sunbury, OH.  She has four 

years of teaching experience.  

Matthew Mackley (WHS Spanish/German) ï Mr. 

Mackley is a graduate of Wayne State University 

and comes to the WBSD from Croswell-Lexington 

Schools with two years of teaching experience.  

Kelly Manson (Social Worker) ï Mrs. Manson is a 

graduate of Wayne State University and comes to 

the WBSD from Summit Academy North High 

School with nine years in the field of social work.   

Bethany Mathews (Erving Kindergarten) ï Mrs. 

Mathews is a graduate of Eastern Michigan Univer-

sity and this is her first teaching assignment.  She 

comes to the WBSD from Airport Community 

Schools where she recently worked as an interven-

tion support specialist.  

   
New teachers take a bus ride with Paul Elsey as part of  
the New Teacher Orientation held on August 25, 2016. 

Cont. on page 3 
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The district held its fourth annual  

Summer Sizzler on Tuesday, August 9. 

The weather was  perfect (hot and 

sunny), which allowed numerous 

outdoor activities to take place. 

Thanks to the planning and direction 

of Curriculum Director, Mrs. Stacy 

Peterson, and her executive assistant, 

Ms. Jeanie Richards, and the efforts of 

our outstanding administrative and  

teaching staff, the Summer Sizzler 

was another huge success! Over 500 

students and parents attended this very 

popular event. 

Activities included Book BINGO, 

presentations by Nelson's Wildlife 

Safari, face and nail painting, balloon 

twisting, games, demonstrations by 

the Woodhaven High School Robotics 

team, district give-aways, pretzels, 

slushies, a disc jockey, and lots of 

FUN!!! Students also enjoyed 

interacting with PAWS, Minions, and, 

Disneyôs ñFrozenò characters, Elsa 

and Olaf, who provided many photo 

opportunities. 

Information booths were set up by 

Sodexo, Champions, Boy Scouts, the 

Guidance Center, and Kiwanis Club of 

Woodhaven. Mrs. Mazei and Mr. 

Salah from PHMS had a table for 

students to make and design bead 

bracelets. First Student had a bus on 

site for ñinspectionò and handed out 

coloring books.   

A big thank you to everyone who 

helped make this fun event happen, 

especially GCA staff who handled all 

the set up and clean up. 

Students were able to enjoy a rock climbing 
wall, a giant slide and many other outdoor 
activities. 

Summer Sizzler 2016 

Up close and personal with Nelsonõs Wildlife Safari. 

Two WHS Students Named as  

National Merit Scholarship Semi-Finalists 

   Two Woodhaven High School seniors, Ethan Bronni and Hollie Nusbaum, 

have been named 2016 National Merit Scholarship Semi-Finalists.  

   The National Merit Program is a US academic scholarship competition for 

recognition and scholarships administered by the National Merit Scholarship 

Corporation. High schoolers enter the program by taking the PSAT qualify-

ing test.  1.6 million students on average take the PSAT test every year.  To 

qualify as a semi-finalist, students must score at least 201 to 222 (on the 

original 240 point scale), which is the top 1% of all students taking the test.  

In the State of Michigan, 578 students qualified as semi-finalists.  These stu-

dents were the highest scoring entrants in the State of Michigan. On average, 

16,000 students will qualify as semi-finalists.     

To be considered for a 

National Merit Schol-

arship, Semi-Finalists 

must advance to the 

ñfinalistò stage.  Win-

ners from the finalist 

stage are chosen from 

the following criteria:  

academic record, infor-

mation on the schoolôs 

curricula and grading 

system, two sets of test 

scores, the high school 

officialôs written rec-

ommendation, infor-

mation about the stu- 

dentôs activities and leadership and the studentôs own essay.  Semi-Finalists 

are notified in February and March if they have reached ñfinalistò status.  

National Merit Scholars receive a one-time scholarship of $2,500.  Congrat-

ulations to Ethan Bronni and Hollie Nusbaum on a job well done! 

Ethan Bronni and Hollie Nusbaum 
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NHS Induction Ceremony Cont. from page 1 

   On Wednesday, October 5, 2016,  

Woodhaven High School inducted 71 

new members into the National Honor 

Society. This is the fourth year 10th 

graders were inducted in the fall. Fifty-

five 10th graders along with nine new 

11th graders and seven new 12th grade 

students were inducted at the ceremony 

held at Arnaldoôs Banquet Center in Riverview. 

The ceremony was attended by over 150 staff, 

students, and proud parents. Superintendent, Mr. Mark 

Greathead, administered the NHS Pledge to the new 

members. 

Also present at the induction ceremony were Mr. Matt 

Czajkowski, WHS Principal, Mr. Jay Vesperman and 

Mr. Philip Short, WHS Assistant Principals, and Mrs. 

Mary Jones and Mrs. Laurel Kucharski, NHS Co-

Sponsors. 

The induction standard of a 3.75 GPA was set to 

recognize the additional .5 GPA given for taking 

Advanced Placement courses, as well as the inclusion of 

all elective class grades. 

The active membership for the chapter is now 142 

students, representing about 12% of the population at 

Woodhaven High School. 

The NHS is involved in many activities during the 

school year, such as organizing and running an after-

school tutoring program and sponsoring fall and spring 

blood drives for staff and students. 

Executive officers are:  Haleigh Cotton, Jennifer 

Doan, Giuseppe Giammalva, Madelyn Banks, 

Alexandria Menna and Nadia Braswell.    

Aaron Pishalski (PHMS Math/Science) ï Mr. Pishalski 

is a graduate of Wayne State University and Central 

Michigan University and comes back to the WBSD 

from Holy Trinity Episcopal Acadamy in Melbourne, 

Florida.  Mr. Pishalski was a long-time WBSD math 

teacher before relocating to Kansas.  Mr. Pishalski 

has 15 years of teaching experience. 

Ann-Marie Richardson (BMS ELA) ï Ms. Richardson is 

a graduate of Wayne State University and comes to 

the WBSD from Detroit Public Schools with six years 

of teaching experience. 

Christopher Rye (PHMS Spanish) ï Mr. Rye is a gradu-

ate of Eastern Michigan University and comes to the 

WBSD from Wayne-Westland Schools with five 

years of teaching experience. 

Erica Truskolaski (Wegienka 4th Grade ) ï Ms. Trusko-

laski is a graduate of Eastern Michigan University 

and comes to the WBSD from Perry Hill Elementary 

School in Fort Wayne, Indiana with seven years of 

teaching experience.   

Lauren Williams (WHS Family/Consumer Science) ï       

Mrs. Williams is a graduate of Western Michigan 

University and comes to the WBSD from Three Riv-

ers High School with four years of teaching experi-

ence.  

 

The WBSD welcomes all of its new employees, in-

cluding numerous support staff personnel, and looks for-

ward to a successful school year.   

 

Back Row:  Mrs. Laurel Kucharski, Madelyn Banks, Giuseppe 
Giammalva and Mrs. Mary Jones. Front Row: Alexandria 
Menna, Jennifer Doan, Haleigh Cotton and Nadia Braswell.   


